
There are several concerns NFIB members have raised. Prices of merchandise and 
tools have not always followed inflation. The cost of electronics has dropped 
significantly so that at $750 many TVs can be taken before the theft would become a 
felony. Taking a TV is not a minor discretion. It takes intent to take what is not yours 
with the full knowledge that it is wrong. The same is true of tools used in the 
construction industry. For small businesses the cost of the TV comes out of the owner’s 
pocket. For the person in construction, the cost comes out the person’s pocket and 
limits the ability to be productive at the job. For the small business, these are significant 
issues. 
 
Enforcement is also a concern. While we have no reason to question how anyone does 
their job and certainly not anyone’s intention or honor, the facts are that property 
crimes get a lower priority and misdemeanors are lower than felonies. When we are 
talking about your money vs. my money, my money is more precious to me. It is the 
same with small businesses. The $250 more reduced to the misdemeanor is their 
money, not some far off corporation’s money. The sense of violation remains high and 
the sense of protection goes down. 
 
NFIB members voted over 60 percent in 2010 to maintain the $500 level, but its 
leadership recognized there is some need and reason to increase the level in 2014. They 
believe that a 50 percent increase in the level is a significant step. We very much 
appreciate Senator Coghill’s willingness to listen to our concerns and we did appreciate 
his concerns. 
 
 If savings or differences in costs are to be examined, comparing an $800 felony and 
an $800 misdemeanor is hardly significant. The misdemeanor will be less costly. A more 
meaningful comparison will be the savings moving from $500 to $750. We believe that 
there will be significant savings to the state and higher losses to businesses. NFIB, 
however, has agreed to this trade off. 
 
 


